Welcome to Reception

Learn together, grow together

Springfield Community Primary School
Castlewood Road London N16 6DH Tel: 0208 800 9007 Web: www.springfield.hackney.sch.uk

Springfield is a one-form entry primary school with a Nursery. The community is diverse and we pride
ourselves on being an inclusive school.

‘Learn together, grow together’
is our school motto and is expressed in every aspect of our work. We aim to develop thoughtful, respectful citizens who demonstrate kindness and tolerance towards others and are fully prepared to play a
positive role in our ever-changing global society.
We Respect Others - We aim for all children to achieve both educational and personal success and to
leave Springfield with high aspirations and an absolute belief that they can succeed.
We Aim High- We aim for all pupils to develop the ability to communicate and work effectively with
others, to recognise that everyone has talents and that everyone matters.
We Work Together- We want our children to come to school every day eager and happy to learn, to
be proud of their learning and to take that love of learning with them into the next stage of their
education.
We Love Learning -We aim for all pupils to achieve a strong sense of self-worth, to have a voice and
to believe in themselves .
We build confidence- We empower our children to be resilient, motivated and determined to succeed, in an environment where they are known and believe they matter.
We Stay Positive.

Executive Headteacher: Ms Sian Davies
Current Headteacher: Ms Fiona Judge

Incoming Headteacher (Sept 2020): Ms Anna Case
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The way we play
At Springfield we aspire towards outstanding early years practise which puts the importance of play
at the heart of our teaching. Our children are immersed in rich and varied play provision which
includes:
 Sand and water play
 Open-ended role play through which children can build stories and imaginary worlds
 Sensory play

 Large and small scale construction play
 Outdoor and risky play e.g. tree climbing
 Creative opportunities through art and music
 Investigative play
 Storytelling

During the Reception day, children engage in purposeful play and exploratory activities which are
planned to encourage the core skills we believe to lay the foundation for a life of learning.

Independence
Communication and language
Confidence and risk-taking
Collaboration and friendship
Imagination
Problem-solving
Resilience
Persistence
Decision making
Sessions and activities are planned around the
following

areas

according

to

the

EYFS

curriculum:

Prime Areas:
 Physical Development
 Communication & Language
 Personal, Social & Emotional Development

Specific Areas:
 Literacy
 Maths
 Understanding the World
 Expressive Art & Design
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How we support learning
We believe that children learn best through a combination of child-led and adult -guided
learning. Throughout the school day, all children get several opportunities to work with an
adult and many opportunities to follow their own interests through independent play. A
normal day will include:



Welcome songs and talking through the day ahead.

Extended periods of independent ‘choosing’ time in the morning where children access
the provision (indoors and outdoors) which has been set up with their interests and next
steps for learning in mind. They are supported by adults to access this provision.



Maths learning on the carpet followed by maths games and activities in small groups.



Phonics (reading and writing) learning followed by opportunities for reading with an
adult.



Extended periods of independent ‘choosing’ time in the afternoon where children access
the provision (indoors and outdoors) which has been set up with their interests and next
steps for learning in mind. They are supported by adults to access this provision.


Creative learning followed by an art, science, musical or storytelling activities in small

groups with an adult.


Milk and story time, and a chance to share and celebrate the successes of the day.


Forest School sessions.

Learn together, grow together
4

Settling in
We are here to support you and your child through their first days and weeks at school.
In the first days, we welcome small groups of children into their classroom at a time, ensuring they all
have a smooth and relaxed start and allowing children to bond well with the important adults and other
children.
We also welcome parents to stay for however long is needed for your child to settle and enjoy their first
days. During this period we have lots of independent ‘choosing’ time to allow the class to bond through
shared games and extended periods of play.
In the first weeks, we encourage parents to walk their children to the door to ease the transition.
Many children will be fully settled within this time, and as this begins to happen we slowly build in the
more structured aspects of the Reception day such as learning on the carpet. This is done as the children
begin to show their readiness.
In the coming months, we continue to support children’s individual needs through strong bonds and

positive relationships within the classroom. We are always available to discuss questions or concerns
after school.
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Forest School
At Springfield we are lucky to have a piece of woodland in the school grounds. Since 2012, we
have been using this area for Forest School.
“Forest School is an inspirational process, that offers ALL learners regular opportunities to achieve and
develop confidence and self-esteem through hands-on learning experiences in woodland or other natural
environment with trees.” Forest School Association
In Forest School we learn about being outdoors; how to make fires and shelters, how to climb trees, to
identify plants and animals, to use our imaginations, to explore and ask questions and to share our
thoughts, ideas and feelings.
Children work together or individually on activities that are child-led and intrinsically motivated.
By allowing children to take supported risks, Forest School can help to develop self-esteem, confidence
and resilience.
By encouraging children to take part in group sharing, communication is developed and language is

shared.
And by allowing children to spend significant time being active outdoors, Forest School can improve wellbeing & physical health.

To enable all children to get the most from accessing Forest School sessions, the following items of
clothing are considered part of our school uniform for Reception:


A pair of labelled waterproof trousers that can go over other clothing when playing outdoors.



A pair of labelled welly boots.



A thick and warm waterproof coat with a
hood.

We also encourage all children to leave spare
clothes at school for those rainy and cold days!
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Managing behaviour positively
Learn together, grow together is our school motto and is expressed in every aspect of our
work. Our approach to behaviour management is underpinned by our six key values:
We Respect Others
We Aim High
We Work Together
We Love Learning
We build confidence
We Stay Positive
Teaching focuses on key skills such as sharing, turn taking and listening which enable and empower our children to feel safe and confident in their classroom environment. We take great
pride in the warm and positive ethos that characterises our classrooms throughout the school.
In Reception, we know our children are learning to make positive choices. We celebrate learning

and recognise these choices through sending messages home via Marvellous Me.
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Rights Respecting
Springfield is a Rights Respecting School.
To help protect our rights and to encourage responsibility, we follow these basic rules.
At Springfield we respect each other and we treat others as we would like to be treated:


We are caring and helpful - to make our school a safe and happy place



We co-operate and listen to each other - so we can learn from each other



We work hard and we try our best - so we can be proud of ourselves and our work



We settle our arguments peacefully by talking about them - so that we do not hurt each other



We are honest and tell the truth - so we can trust each other



We look after the school and our belongings - so we have a pleasant place to work.
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ECO School

Springfield is a Green Award ECO School! This means that we all do as much as possible to
reduce, re-use and recycle.
We even have dedicated ECO Monitors in the primary school who carry out recycling and composting
duties on a daily basis. In Reception, we teach children about recycling in a number of ways to prepare
them to be the ECO Monitors of the future!


We have recycling workshops where the children learn what can and can’t be recycled.



We always recycle paper we use in Reception.



Recently we even learnt how to make our own paper.



We have a special bin for our fruit skins which then gets taken to the composter in the forest.

You can support us at home by teaching your child to try their best to be ECO friendly by turning off light
switches and computers when not needed. Remind them it is important also not to leave our televisions
or sky boxes on standby as this wastes energy.
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General Information
The school day starts at 8.55am and finishes at 3.30pm.
Please help your child and us by ensuring that they arrive on time and are collected promptly. Children
must always be brought and collected by a responsible adult. You can let the office know if there are
adults other than yourselves who will be collecting your child regularly.

Attendance
If your child can not attend school for any reason, you must let us know by phoning the school office.
During term time, we are not able to authorise any requests for holidays. We have a duty of care to ensure children can attend school and will work with families to support them in this.

Sickness
Please keep your child at home if s/he is unwell.
After sickness or diarrhoea please wait 24 hours before returning to school.
If your child should be taken ill in school, or have an accident, we will contact a parent/carer. Please ensure we have your correct telephone number, plus an additional number for a friend or relative who can
be contacted in an emergency. If your contact details change, please inform the school office.
Please advise us if your child is taking any medication. In order to secure your child’s well being, please
also let us know if/when there are any changes to this information.
Staff cannot take responsibility for administering any medicines in school.

School Meals and fruit
School meals and fruit for snack time are free for every Reception child, and we encourage all families to take
them up. If you have questions about this then please to talk to a member of the Reception team.

Early Years Pupil Premium funding
If you receive income support, tax credits or other benefits, the school may be able to claim extra funding that will benefit your child. In order to claim, you must register your child online .
If you have not received details on how to register, please contact the school office.
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Supporting Learning
As a parent, your influence sets the pattern for much of the learning that is to come.
At Springfield we value hugely the impact of home-learning, and are here to support families to do this.

We establish strong home-school links by offering an online platform through which you can share homelearning with us. We know that many parents wish to support their child at home in the summer before
Reception to gain some of the key skills they will need in September. If this is something you’d like to do,
we would recommend you work on the following key skills.


Name writing. Always write the name beginning with a capital letter but use lower case letters for the rest.



Drawing pictures independently, thinking of the different shapes needed to create different images.



Using scissors to cut along straight and zigzag lines.



Enjoying books. You can read to your child and discuss the story with them, developing language as you do.



Fine motor development. Activities which increase hand strength such as playdough, picking objects up with
tongs, spraying water bottles, threading beads onto strings and scooping and pouring rice or lentil all support early writing skills.



Counting objects in daily life and recognising numbers. You can count the steps as you walk up and down
them, count carrots as you place them into the pan of water, or count how many of each kind of fruit in the
fruit bowl. Can your learn what the numbers look like too and match the total to the number? The more
practise the better!



Singing songs and nursery rhymes, especially those which explore numbers such as 10 green bottles or 5
little ducks.

Homework
Reception class will receive daily reading
practise to do at home. We believe in fostering and supporting a continued love of reading. We will support you with ways to do
this , through parent workshops.
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Supporting Springfield

You may wish to be involved with the school in a variety of ways.
You could get involved by making things for the school - books, dressing-up clothes - or by repairing toys,
helping with gardening, reading stories, cooking, etc.
Any such help will be very welcome.
We often need parents to accompany us on educational visits. Do please let us know if you would like to
be involved
You are welcome to come and help with the nursery’s Forest School activities - please speak to the
teacher about days and times Forest School takes place.
We also have a very active PTA who meet once per week on a Friday at 3.00pm.
The PTA organise events to raise money for Springfield. New members are always welcome - please ask
in the office for details, or just turn up to a meeting!
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More about us
Primary Advantage Federation
Springfield is a part of the Primary Advantage Federation. We are a group of eight schools in Hackney working together because we believe our schools can gain many benefits from working collaboratively and can achieve more
by working together. We have made a commitment to a shared responsibility to the wider education community,
the provision of good quality education and the improvement of life chances for pupils in the community beyond
that of our own schools.
Teachers, support staff, school leaders and Governors have added expertise in working alongside colleagues to improve provision and outcomes for pupils.
Our Commitments
Every teacher is a great teacher; every school is a great school. We aim to move incrementally towards excellence in all aspects of our work.
All pupils will make good or better progress and will be properly equipped for the next stage of their schooling.
Learning environments are of high quality where pupils feel safe and secure, known and valued and motivated
to learn.
Curriculum provision is bespoke, broadens horizons and inspires our pupils to become successful learners, confident individuals and responsible citizens.

Our learning community provides opportunities for growth for pupils, staff and families.
Primary Advantage National Teaching School.
Primary Advantage has achieved teaching school status. Teaching schools are outstanding schools that work with
others to provide high-quality training and development to new and experienced school staff. They are part of the
government’s plan to give schools a central role in raising standards by developing a self-improving and sustainable
school-led system. As part of the Primary Advantage Teaching School, staff from Springfield engage actively in delivering support and training to other schools. Our staff benefit from a wide range of professional development opportunities.

Hackney Learning Trust
The Local Education Authority makes education provision
for all the children in its area:
Hackney Learning Trust
1 Reading Lane, E8 1GQ

Telephone: 020 8820 7000
Website: www.learningtrust.co.uk
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