
Springfield Community Primary School Newsletter 

Spring 1—Thursday 10th February 2022 

Headteacher’s 

message 

Spring term has started extremely well and thank you for your vigilant responses to Covid which have 
helped us to minimise disruption to children’s learning. As you know, we relaunched our home learning 
expectations this half-term with daily home reading as a priority for all our children. Your written        
responses in your child’s reading record show us that you are making daily reading part of home        
routines and this is having a significant impact on children’s reading progress and confidence. This week, 
we have spent time with our children discussing their mental health and wellbeing as part of Children’s 
Mental Health Week. We will continue to revisit strategies through our PSHE curriculum. 

Train to Teach! We are seeking high-quality candidates to train to teach in the Primary Advantage Federation from    
September 2022 on the School Direct Tuition (PGCE) route. Our training is offered in partnership with 
the Institute of Education. Find out how to apply here: https://primaryadvantage.co.uk/train-to-teach-
with-primary-advantage-apply-now-for-training-starting-in-september-2022/  

Communication Please do take the time to read through the half termly curriculum letter your child’s class teacher has 
shared this week. It is an opportunity to find out what your child will be learning next half term, and to 
excite and inspire them about the challenges in store. Curriculum Visions (www.curriculumvisions.com) is a 
great place to go if your child is eager to do some research over the half term. 

 

Commitment of 

the half term  

The Commitment we are focusing on next half term is Build Confidence. The PSHE focus next half term is 
Healthy Me. This includes our physical and mental health and wellbeing. As part of this, we will focus on 
instilling our children with a sense of positive self-esteem and self-confidence. We are committed to 
teaching all of our children how to take pride in themselves as individuals and how to feel confident in 
their appearance, their unique qualities, their interests and abilities and the power of their voice.  

 

Spotlight on: 

Values 

As a UK community school, we uphold the British Values shared by the Department for Education. We 
especially emphasise the fact that these rights are not exclusively British, and are shared by diverse   
communities around the world, including Britain. The values are: democracy, rule of law, individual   
liberty and mutual respect and tolerance for those with different faiths and beliefs.  As part of LGBTQ+ 
History Month, and throughout the year as a UNICEF Rights Respecting school, we celebrate and        
promote the value of mutual respect. Through our curriculum, we teach children about the laws that 
protect them and the importance of using their voice in democratic systems. 

 

Reminders 

 

Keeping our community safe 
Please continue to be vigilant for signs of Covid-19. We will update you with any changes to  government 
guidance.  Please continue to inform us of the reason for any absence from school. 
 

E-safety 
Please be vigilant with your child’s access to the internet. This means: 
-no unsupervised internet access 
-family locks and controls on devices 
-limited screen time 

Home reading: please support your child to read at home every day to ensure they make progress. We 
continue to monitor each child’s reading record  on a daily basis. 

 

Updates Alongside our weekly merit celebrations, we are now sharing a new award: the Green All Week trophy. 
Each week, each child’s achievements for staying on green and making positive choices are recognised 
with a daily tick for choosing green all day. The number of ticks per class is counted each week, and the 
class with the highest % percentage of success in having children choosing green across the week is 
awarded with the special trophy.  We are proud of our winning classes so far, and looking forward to 
seeing who wins the cup each week next half term. 
ESOL classes have now re-started at Springfield. We are proud to support members of our community in 
their journey to learning English. Learn Together, Grow Together is our motto for children and adults! 
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For school events, holidays and much, much, more, visit our website at: www.springfield.hackney.sch.uk 

Please also follow us on Twitter @springcps and on Instagram @springfieldhackney 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3—Holly: RE and History enrichment 
   
This term, Holly class has been diving back thousands of 
years before the birth of Christ to Ancient Egypt! From 
the River Nile to spectacular gods and goddesses, Holly 
class were immersed into an enriching Ancient Egyptian 
day where we re-enacted the highly expensive           
mummification process, communicated using               
hieroglyphics, and we participated in a fascinating virtual 
workshop about the significance of the River Nile.  

During a similar time period, the beginnings of Judaism 
were underway in the neighbouring continent of Asia! 
Following our learning of how Judaism began, we had an 
inspiring visit from Rabbi Roni Tabick, who brought our 
learning to life with sacred books, music and plenty of 
time to answer our own questions. We are so grateful to 
him for being so generous with his time. 

Trips 
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Year 6—Oak: Kench Hill residential trip 
Oak class spent a memorable week together on their 
residential trip to Kench Hill. It was a week packed full 
of adventures, from day trips to the beach, to archery at 
the Kench Hill centre. In each activity, the children      
participated with positivity, resilience and showed what 
a great team they are. Many of the activities, such as 
orienteering and visiting the Rare Breed Centre, were 
completely new experiences for the children. All of the 
wonderful members of staff at the centre were so      
impressed with Oak class and they acted as excellent 
ambassadors of Springfield. It's fair to say that we      
absolutely loved our week near the Kent coast, and the 
children will have memories that they will now treasure 
forever. 

Art in Spring term 
This term, we have enjoyed rich and engaging art units. 
Birch class have focused on their drawing skills in their 
unit on portraits, Holly and Elm  class have created   
incredible prints, Willow class have made bird       
sculptures and Oak class have completed striking Blitz 
collages with watercolour backgrounds. In assemblies, 
our children from Year 1 to 6 have learned about     
famous artists on our art curriculum and the art     
movements they have been a part of. Birch class 
learned about Julian Opie’s style of portraiture and 
Year 4 Willow class learned about Anish Kapoor and 
Barbara Hepworth in their unit on sculpture. In Year 6, 
the  children studied three artists famous for their    
collages: Pablo Picasso, George Braque and Kurt 
Schwitters. The artists we study are from diverse     
backgrounds. Our children learn about male and      
female artists from the past and present, from a range 
of ethnic backgrounds and cultural contexts. 



Attendance  At Springfield, we make every day of learning count. As part of our approach to              
promoting and celebrating positive attendance, we are pleased to share class team       
averages for this half term: 
 

Elm (Y5): 92.5% 
Chestnuts (Y1): 94.6% 
Willow:(Y4): 95.6% 
Birch (Y2): 96.1% 
Cherries (R): 96.2% 
Oak (Y6): 96.5% 
Holly (Y3): 97.3% 
We will continue to: 
-send 100% attendance messages on a Friday to celebrate consistent attendance 
-review all children’s average attendance on a weekly basis and send letters/meet with 
families where attendance is below 96% (at risk) 
 

For attendance below 90% (that is one day missed per fortnight), you will be invited to an 
‘improving attendance meeting’ with actions agreed with the headteacher. If no               
improvement is made, the Hackney Education Team will be informed to support an         
improvement of your child’s attendance.  

Positive  

Wellbeing 

'This term our wellbeing focus has been promoting 'self-regulation' in our classrooms. 
Using John Gottman's 'Emotion Coaching' theory, we have been supporting our children 
to build emotional resilience and understand that all emotions are valid. Part of this is 
helping children to name their emotions and taking time to reflect. An example of this 
might be simply stating 'I can see that you are upset because you are crying'. By naming 
the emotion, we are acknowledging their feelings and supporting them to 'self-regulate'. 
We can then help them to problem-solve and return to a regulated state. We shared 
more information about Emotion Coaching and how we can further support our            
children's wellbeing at our virtual Wellbeing Coffee 'Catch-Up' on Tuesday 8th    February. 
Thank you to everyone who was able to join us. 

Our  

Pupil Voice Our School Council have got off to a strong start in 2022. They are currently working on: 
 
-promoting our Book Hut for outdoor reading opportunities  
-thinking forward to our summer fayre 
-planning a way to recycle old school uniform t-shirts as eco-shirts 

 

PE Timetable 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Year 4 Reception and Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 
Year 5 swimming  

Year 6 PE 

Term Dates 2021-2022 

Half term holiday       Mon 25th-Fri 29th October Return to school Tuesday 22nd February 

Return to school                Monday 1st November  Easter holidays Mon 4th April— 18th April 

Inset Day Friday 17th December  Return to school               Tues 19th April 

Christmas holidays    Mon 20th Dec—Mon 3rd Jan May Day                                      Monday 2nd May  

Inset day  Tuesday  4th January Half term                      Mon 30th May-Fri 3rd June 

Return to school Wednesday 5th January End of summer term 22nd July 2022 

Half term                    Mon 14th Feb-Fri 18th Feb   

Inset day  Monday 21st February   


